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The Last Full Measure of Devotion

Since 1775, 1,343,812 men and women have died defending our country.
There are 171 national military cemeteries in the United States and 27 more in
11 other countries across the globe. Burcau of Global Affairs, U.S. State Department, (2025).

\

Freedom is not free. During the course of our history, over 41 million Americans have worn one of the
uniforms of our armed forces, defending freedom here and abroad. Some lived in our community,
went to our schools, farmed our fields and were our friends and neighbors.

They went off to war -- so that we might live in peace — but did not come home.

This issue of The TAVI Times is dedicated to their memory. We can never repay the debt we owe them, but
we can honor and remember them this, and every, Memorial Day. On the following pages you will read a
few of their stories, boys made men in the cauldron of war.

Memorial Day is this coming Monday, May 25, 2026. Come to the annual parade on Main Street, but stay
for the service at Newell Elementary School after the parade is over. You will hear the names of men you
most likely never knew, but whose lives are forever linked to your own. Memorial Day can be the unofficial
start of summer, a time for family barbeques and trips to the shore, but it is — first and foremost — a day
which belongs to these men. Before you leave the parade, take a few minutes to remember them,
and the freedom they died to give you.

The men whose stories are told in the following pages represent only a fraction of the sacrifice made by
those who have served. Their names are read faithfully every year by the members of the Allentown Lions
Club. In addition to those profiled in this edition, TAVI’s Memorial Day parade entry will include pictures of
other men whose sacrifice was just as great, but whose stories are more elusive. If you can help us learn
about these men, or know of another service member from our community who should be included, please ¥
reach out to us so that we can share their story and honor their legacy.
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From these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which -
they gave the last full measure of devotion - that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a ¢
new birth of freedom - and that government of the people, by the people, for the Yt
_people, shall not perish from the earth.

Abraham Lincoln
November 19, 1863
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* Paul D. Potter

Paul Potter was born in Allentown on April 24, 1945. As a student in Allentown High School, Potter was a
stand-out. He played football and basketball. He was also in
the choir, acted in the school play and was vice-president of %7
the Honor Society. Two of his teachers, Theodore Fish and w
Martin Brennan, remembered him fondly as a good student, a
fine athlete and, most importantly, a very fine gentleman.
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Paul was also a devoted member of Allentown Presbyterian
Church and worked on his uncle’s farm in Imlaystown, where
he experimented with farming techniques and crops.

As a senior, he chose a quote from Tennyson to accompany
his yearbook photo: “To do him any wrong was to beget a
kindness from him.” After graduation, he attended Rutgers
University for one year, then enlisted in the Army and
became a Green Beret, Special Forces.

A friend, Al Zeller, said, “If you were to reach into the air
and pull out somebody to represent all soldiers, you would
pick Paul Potter...He was big and always carried himself like *
a soldier. He looked like he was always at attention.” On

August 23, 1968 Paul Potter was killed in a firefight at a base ¢
camp in the Vietnamese Central Highlands. He was 23 years ¢

old. &
Jerry P. Laird %
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Y Jerry Procter Laird was born on January 4, 1936 and
< grew up with his parents and two brothers on Waker
Avenue in Allentown. He was the first Eagle Scout of
3 Boy Scout Troop 180A. At Allentown High School
Jerry was voted best dressed and played basketball,
baseball, volleyball and soccer. He was the vice
president of his class and a member of the debating
S club.

¥

¢ Jerry Laird enlisted in the Army after graduation and
served in Korea. With the war over, Laird attended
Indiana University, married Zema Hutchinson from

< Alabama, and they had a daughter, Lisa Michelle. He
talked about possibly becoming a lawyer, but re-

* enlisted in the Army in 1961 and was sent to officer

* training school, ultimately being promoted to major.

For his service Maj. Laird was awarded the Silver

Star, the Bronze Star, and a Purple Heart. He was

killed in action in Vietnam on January 22, 1969. He
4 was 33 years old. Allentown’s Bob Peppler recalled the shock of hearing of his friend’s death. “Jerry was a
& good man. Had he lived, he would have gone far beyond the rank of Major.”
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Y
Robert H. Burtis

Robert Hughes Burtis was born in Allentown on February 5,
1916. On June 30, 1943 Sgt. Burtis, nicknamed “I dood it /
Pluto,” was part of a 10-man crew aboard a B-17 “Flying
Fortress™ in a squadron of 18 fighter planes tasked with
striking Japanese occupied Vunakanau Airfield, located about
10 miles from Rabaul in Papau, New Guinea, a Pacific island
northeast of Australia. His plane was intercepted by a Japanese
night fighter and shot down over the island. All aboard were
killed.

Locals reached the crash site shortly after the crash, and it is
reported that the Japanese also visited the site, burying one
service member in a single grave and interring the rest of the
remains found at the site in a common grave.

After the war, a team from the American Graves Registration
Service paid multiple visits to the site. In May, 1951 the
remains of Robert Burtis were finally returned to the U.S. and
interred at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis,
Missouri. Sgt. Burtis received the World War II Victory
Medal, the Purple Heart, the American Campaign Medal, and
the Army Presidential Unit Citation.

Joseph L. Hicks

Joseph Lonnie Hicks was born in Yardville on March 30,
1947. On July 3, 1967 Lance Corporal Hicks was a 20-year-
old rifleman in F Company of the 1t Marine Division, 2™
Battalion stationed atop a hill in the South Vietnam province
of Quan Nam. That night, an estimated 400 North
% Vietnamese troops assaulted the hilltop. The surprise
attack was achieved when the enemy, over several days,
employed discarded U.S. ammo boxes to create wooden
Y stairsteps up an otherwise unscalable side of the hill.

*

e At 11:27 PM, a listening post radioed, “I have
movement to my front...they’re all around me...we’ve
%7 been overrun!” The enemy attacked with small arms
* and mortar fire, throwing satchel charges into occupied
bunkers and an ammo dump. The Marines on top of the
Y hill fought back tenaciously and by 1:17 a.m. on July
Y 4™ the Marines had pushed the North Vietnamese back
¢ down the hill. The cost was great: Joseph Hicks and 16
other Marines were killed. Forty other Marines were
injured. Lance Corporal Hicks was awarded the Purple
Heart, the Vietnam Campaign Medal and the National
< Defense Service Medal.
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lyde P. Coates, Jr.

Clyde Philip Coates, Jr. was born in Imlaystown on July 8, 1925,
one of 8 children born to Agnes and Clyde Coates, Sr.: 3 boys and
5 girls.

Clyde became a Marine in 1942 and served in the Pacific Theater,
fighting in Guam and other parts of the Far East before the end of
World War Il in 1945. He returned to Imlaystown and in 1947 he
married Martha Louise Meadows; The couple had one daughter,
Carol Lee, born in 1948, before Corporal Coates returned to the
Marine Corps and shipped out to Korea in November, 1950.

In June, 1951 Corporal Coates was wounded, but he returned to
the front lines. On September 14, 1951 American Marines were
fighting through brutal enemy fire near a place called “The
Punchbowl.” The Marines were attempting to take “Hill 749,” a
heavily defended fortress of bunkers, covered trenches and tunnels.
The Marine assault, continued from the previous day, was bogged
down by frontal and flanking fire. Corporal Coates was one of 39
Marines killed that day. Another 463 were wounded. The battle
would continue for another seven days and end in a stalemate. The
area where Clyde Coates died is now part of the Demilitarized
Zone (DMZ) between North and South Korea. Clyde Coates was
26 years old.

William R. Tantum

William Roland Tantum was born on October 27, 1914 in Yardville
and moved to Pennington after his marriage to Marjorie Huff. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps. in Camden on July 31, 1942.
At the age of 25, he was a right waist gunner on a B-24 “Liberator”

Bomber in the 577" Bomber Squadron. His plane was nicknamed
w0 the “Shack Rat.”
¥
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¢ On January 4, 1944 the U.S. 8" Air Force launched a major assault
of over 500 aircraft to attack the German port and naval base in
Kiel, Germany, deep inside enemy territory. Sargeant Tantum was

e one of ten crew members flying over the North Sea on their way to
the raid — their 13" such mission. They were fired upon by the

% German Luftwaffe and their plane exploded, crashing into the North

* Sea just off the small island of Langeness. The entire crew was
killed. A total of six B-24’s were lost in the battle and sixty aircrew

Y& members lost their lives that day.

Sgt. Tantum was among the five crew members whose remains

2 were found within the plane by German soldiers and buried in the
Nordmarschers Cemetery on Langeness. He was posthumously

* awarded the Purple Heart and Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster. His
remains were later removed and re-interred in the American
cemetery in Ardennes, Belgium.
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%Anthony J. Mrazik

Anthony “Tony” John Mrazik was born on December 18,
¥r 1923 in Allentown, grew up on Church Street with his
Y parents and two sisters and was a stand-out baseball player
<+ as a boy. He attended Allentown High School for three
Y years, registered for the draft on June 30, 1942 and was
e called up to the army on May 28, 1943.

¥ Private First Class Mrazik was assigned to the 126™ Infantry

¥ and deployed to the Philippines, where he was part of the

¥ 32" “Red Arrow” Division. At that time the Division was

Y at the center of the battle to retake the Philippines after

¢ General Douglas MacArthur waded ashore on Leyte Island

< on October 20, 1944 to fulfill his famous promise “I shall
return.” Tony Mrazik joined the fight in Leyte Island, where
heavily fortified Japanese positions were aided by

4 mountainous jungle terrain and freezing winter weather.

¥r On December 13, 1944, in fierce fighting with heavy

Y casualties, Private Mrazik was shot in the jaw. He was

v rushed to a hospital, but died from his wounds later that day
— just five days short of his 21% birthday. He is buried in
St. John’s Cemetery in Allentown. Private Mrazik was
awarded the Purple Heart, the World War II Victory Medal
and the American Campaign Medal.

Robert B. Smith

Robert Barry Smith was born in Plainsboro on February 7,
1947, the son of a World War II veteran, and graduated from
Princeton High School. He was drafted into the army and
went through basic training at Fort Dix and Fort Benning in
Georgia before being shipped to Vietnam at the age of 19 on
December 23, 1966 as an armor crewman of the 199" Light
Infantry Brigade, known as the “Redcatchers.”

Private First Class Smith served for just over two months. He
joined the Brigade in Operation Fairfax, conducting
defensive operations which attempted to find and destroy
Viet Cong guerilla units and improve security outside of
Saigon. With daytime temperatures in the 90°s under
cloudless skies, night patrols were used to catch the enemy
off-guard, but mines and booby traps were a constant threat.

On March 3, 1967 Private Smith was on patrol with his unit
in Long An Province, South Vietnam, when it was ambushed
by North Vietnamese soldiers. Robert Smith was killed in
action by small arms fire; He was just 20 years old. He is
buried in Beverly National Cemetery in Burlington.
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* *Robert J. Dunn

% Robert James Dunn was born in Jersey City on March 7,
1918, one of 9 children (5 boys and 3 girls) to Joseph and

S Sarah Dunn. He graduated from Columbia College (now

* Columbia University in New York City) in 1942. He enlisted
in the U.S. Air Force and was commissioned as a staff

* sergeant and pilot with the 84" Bomber Squadron of the 12"

¥ Air Force, with the motto, “Unconquered though wounded.”

i Staff Sergeant Dunn flew missions which were critical to
cracking the Wehrmacht’s defense line in front of Rome and
S liberating the Italian capital on June 4, 1944. After the fall of
* Rome, the squadron continued its raids to the north of Rome
to pressure retreating German troops. Pilots concentrated on
targeting enemy communications, transportation, rail lines,
Y bridges, and fuel dumps.

i On July 4, 1944 Robert Dunn’s plane was shot down over
Florence. He died in the crash at the age of 26. Staff

% Sergeant Dunn was awarded the Purple Heart and Air Medal

and is buried in the American Cemetery in Florence, Italy.

¥ J ohn S. Scheideler

John Steven Scheideler was born on November 15, 1918
in Robbinsville, one of five children, and graduated from
Allentown High School in 1937. He married Veronica
Faller and, for five years after graduation, worked as a
manager for the D.L. Scheideler Equipment Company in
Hamilton Square. On November 5, 1942 he enlisted in the
Army Air Corps. as an air cadet and, after training in four
states, was commissioned a Second Lieutenant and pilot.
He served briefly in North Africa and, for five months,
piloted a C-47 in the Troop-Carrier Command, based
around Rome, Italy to prepare for the invasion of southern
France.

%%

On June 13, 1944 John Scheideler was transferred — at his
request -- to the 12" Air Force 527" Squadron fighter
group. The squadron’s fighter-bombers were heavily
involved in supporting ground troops by attacking enemy
supply areas, communication lines, motor transport,
railways, and bridges. Air support allowed troops to
continue to move northward through Italy following the
liberation of Rome on June 4, 1944.

On June 29, 1944, Second Lieutenant Scheideler was
killed when his plane crashed at Orbetello Air Field,
which had been largely destroyed by retreating German
soldiers.
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*John F. Bradman

4 John Frederic Bradman was born on March 23, 1946 to a military
family in Bordentown, one of six children. Like his father, Lt.

% Colonel John Bradman, he attended Bordentown Military

* Institute. In 1968 he graduated from The Citadel, the military
college of South Carolina. First Lieutenant Bradman deployed to

¥ Vietnam, arriving on May 28, 1969, where he served as an

g infantry unit commander.

i In February 1970 Bradman’s unit was among those in Phuoc Tuy

% Province, South Vietnam, participating in “Operation
Hammersley.” Allied forces were attempting to locate and

* destroy Viet Cong bunkers hidden in the jungle-covered Long
Hai mountains. Once found, the bunkers would be filled with

¢ explosives to destroy the hiding places from which the Viet Cong

<= launched their attacks. Reconnaissance missions frequently led to

< bitter fights with the Viet Cong and calls from U.S. ground

¢ troops for air strikes and naval bombardments which devastated

< the region.

* First Lieutenant Bradman died on February 18, 1970, in the midst of this battle. His cause of death is listed
as an “accident” and additional details could not be found. A friend remembered, “John had a heart of gold.

) ¢ Bright, handsome, cherished by all, always cordial and a true gentleman.” He was 23 years old. John

Y Bradman is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
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3 ROLL OF HONOR

*r

) Andrew A. Babula Dominick Barrese

i John Frederic Bradman Robert Burtis

4 Clyde P. Coates, Jr. Christopher Chriswell
* Edgar Demarest Robert Dunn

i Joseph Lonnie Hicks Milton Klink

- Jerry Proctor Laird Anthony J. Mrazik

0 Norman E. Parker Paul D. Potter

i John S. Scheideler Boyd Leroy Shook

¥ Robert Barry Smith James Sydan

i Roland Tantum Robert Tindall

i As remembered every Memorial Day by the Allentown Lions Club
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The honor of your presence is requested *

Memorial Day Service

Presented by the Allentown Lions Club

Monday, May 25, 2026

Following the conclusion of the annual
Memorial Day Parade

Newell Elementary School
High Street

Allentown, New Jersey
(The parade begins at 10 a.m.)

Thank you

TAVI gratefully acknowledges the many hours of
research which made this edition possible -

; Debbi McCormick - research librarian
Emmalyn Appelman - Allentown High School
Joan Ruddiman - Allentown Public Library Assoc.
Jeffrey Ploshay - graphic arts
Allentown High School students Aarnav Kumar, Riley
Vavrence, & Kaitlyn Dickinson

The Allentown Village Initiative (TAVI)
President — Martha Ploshay Vice President — Mike McCormick
Treasurer — Alan DeFalco Secretary — Jacqueline Bossart
Trustees — Jeff Ploshay, Debbi McCormick, David Bossart, Kevin Jean-Louis, Denise Erb
Trustee Emeritus — Alice Wikoff
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